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Spent batteries are a . 
problem for alltypes 
of automotive shops. 
Because they can 
leak, they are danger­
ous to handle and can 
make disposal diffi­
cult . In addition, 
new hazardous waste 
regulations have 
created some confu­
sion about how to 
handle them. This 
fact sheet describes 
regulations governing· 
spent batteries, and 
provides management 
tips, and lists of 
smelters, recyclers, 
and other firms that 
accept used automo­
tive batteries. 
Used. Lead-Acid Batt.eries: 
Management Tips 
Regulations 
Regulations governing typical shop 
owners are clear. Spent lead-acid batteries are 
exempt from regulation as hazardous waste as 
long as they are sent to a licensed battery 
recovery facility. The shop operator can ac­
cept, accumulate, and ship out batteries with­
out having to report them to IEPA or to mani­
fest the shipments. Recycled batteries ARE 
NOT counted in monthly quantity checks for 
determining generator status unless the batter­
ies are intentionally cracked open. 
If the batteries are disposed of instead 
of sent to a battery recovery facility, they are con­
sidered hazardous waste. In such cases, shop 
owners must add the weight of the batteries to 
their calendar month total sum of hazardous waste. 
In Illinois, it is illegal to throw. spent lead-acid 
batteries in the trash. 
If a shop operator attempts to recycle 
batteries onsite by draining them and cracking 
them open to recover the lead, they are subject to 
complicated IBPA and USEP A permitting proce- , 
dures; for most shop operators this is impractical. 
Managing Used Batteries 
There are two alternatives for shop op­
erators to accumulate and ship batteries offsite 
for reclamation. One is to either accumulate a 
small number and take them to. a scrap yard that 
accepts batteries, or to accumulate a larger number 
and take them directly to a recycler. Shop opera­
tors who go to scrap yards, however, should be 
cautious. Scrap yard operators are subject only to 
the same regulations as shop operators. If the 
scrap yard operator stores ·batteries improperly 
and causes a pollution problem, or if the scrap 
yard operator simply takes the batteries out and 
dumps them illegally, the responsibility for cleanup 
could still come back to the shop operator. 
Shop operators who choose to take bat­
teries to a scrap yard should follow two precau­
tions. First, take a tour of the scrap yard and 
determine how batteries are stored. They should 
be neatly kept and not just tossed in a pile. Then 
make sure the scrap yard· has good records of 
where the batteries are being sent. Shop opera-
tors need to find a scrap yard they can trust to 
effectively manage their batteries. . 
The second alternative is for shop opera­
tors to accumulate a larger number onsite and ship 
directly to a battery recycler. This option is more 
complex, because operators must manage a larger 
storage area and arrange for shipment of the bat­
teries. However, this alternative may be less ex­
pensive than using the scrap yard option because 
it eliminates one step in the handling of the 
batteries. 
As is true of scrap yards, recyclers also 
should be checked out carefully. Fortunately, 
battery reclaimers are regulated and information 
about them can be obtained from environmental 
regulatory agencies. In Illinois, this information 
can be obtained by calling either the IEPA (217) 
782-6761 or USEPA (312) 353-2000. HWRIC 
personnel can also assist in the search. 
Spent batteries are usually worth some 
money if accumulated in quantity, but not much. 
Printed on Recycled Paper 
Management Tips for Businesses 
Tips for Individuals and Home Owners 
iw Many of the tips given above also apply to individuals 
who have automotive batteries to dispose of. 
iw Always handle lead-acid batteries with care. 
w As of September 1990, a new state law (P.A. 86-723) 
has made it illegal for anyone to dispose of lead-acid 
batteries in landfills. 
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inr The new law (P.A. 86-723) also requires battery 
retailers to accept old batteries as trade-ins when they 
sell new batteries to individuals. So, TRADE IN OLD 
BA TIERIES when you buy new ones and avoid 
having used batteries to dispose of altogether -- this is 
your best management alternative. 
Resources for Managing Used Automotive Batteries* 
Lead Smelters1 
Refined Metals 
Ron Widner 
P.O. Box 188 
Minimum Number Accepted: 200 
Beach Grove, IN 46107 
317 {787-6364 
Hours: MTWHF 7:45 - 2:00 
RSR, Inc. 
Carl Fischer 
7870 West Morris 
Minimum Number Accepted: 200 
Indianapolis, IN 46231 
317/247-1303 
Hours: MTWHFSS 8:00 - 5:00 
Schuylkill 
KenFisher 
P.O. Box 156 
Minimum Number Accepted: 1000 
Forrest City, MO 64451 
816/446-3321 
Hours: MTWHF 7:00 - 3:30 
Recycling Centers 
and other Firms that 
Accept Batteries2 
Boone County 
Harris Silver & Sons 
800 E. P leasant 
.Belvidere, IL 61008 
815/544-9221 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:00. 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Carroll County 
Charles Ehredt 
P.O. Box 403 
Savannah, IL 61074 
815/273-2909 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:30 
Sat. 8:30 - 3:00 
Champaign County 
Marco Steel 
302 S. Market 
Champaign, IL 61820 
217 /352-4707 
Hours: MTWHF 7:30 - 3:30 
Area Recycling 
824 S. Champaign (Frontage Road) 
Rantoul, IL 61866 
217 /893-3675 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 3:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 11:00 
Macks Auto Recycling 
1309 E. Kerr 
Urbana, IL 61801 
217/367-6219 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:30 
Christian County 
Midstate Salvage 
1402 South St 
Taylorville, IL 62568 
217/824-6047 
Hours: MTWHF 7:30 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Coles County 
General Steel & Metals 
Logan & Dewitt 
Mattoon, IL 61938 
217 /235-5575 
Hours: MTWHF 7:30 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Mattoon Auto Salvage 
East Rt. 316 
Mattoon, IL 61938 
. 217 /234-8873 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Cook County 
A.M. Cozzi Metals 
1540 W. 33rd St 
Chicago, IL 60608 
312/927-0060 
Hours: MTWHFS 7:30 - 5:00 
Chicago Industrial Iron & Metal 
4555 W. Grand 
Chicago, IL 60639 
312/252-8048 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Elston Metal & Salvage 
2320 N. Elston 
Chicago, IL 60614 
312/278-7060 
Hours: MTWHF 7:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 7:00 - 12:00 
Frank Eiserman & Co. 
5332 S. Long Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60638 
312(735-8200 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Maine Scrap Metal 
1274 Rand Road 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
708/824-3175 
Hours: MTWHF 7:30 - 4:30 
Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 
DeKalb County 
Dimeo Recycling Center 
900 Oak St. 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
815(758-2458 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 11:30 
DuPage County 
Naperville Area Recycling Center 
1095 W. 5th Ave. (5th & Ogden) 
Naperville, IL 60566 
312/369-0772 
Hours: MTWHFS 9:00 - 4:30 
"'These lists are provided/or informational purposes only. Inclusion in the lists does not constitute an endorsement of these firms, 
nor does exclusion imply disapproval of any firms not listed. 
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Villa Park Recycling Center 
Village Work Yard 
20 W; Home Avenue 
Villa Park, IL 60181 
708/334-8505 
Hours: Sat. 9:00 - 3:00 
St. Charles Scrap 
3N780 Powis Ave. 
(1/2 mi. north of North Ave.) 
West Chicago, IL 60185 
708/377-0008 
Hours: M1WHF 8:30 - 4:30 
Recycle! Wheaton Area Dropoff 
901 N. Wheaton Ave. 
Wheaton Ave. & Harrison 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
708/653-7736 
Hours: Dropoff anytime 
Fulton County 
Scrap Metal Co. 
352 S. 2nd St. 
Canton, IL 61520 
309/647-2438 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 11:30 
Henry County 
Kewanee Metal Co. 
616 E. 6th St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
309/852-2105 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Jackson County 
Southern Recycling Center 
220 S. Washington 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
618/549-2880 
Hours: Mon., Thurs., Sat. 12:00 - 5:00 
Kane County 
Aurora Iron & Metal 
400 N. Broadway 
Aurora, IL 60505 
708/897-7172 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 3:0  
Kankakee County 
Belson Scrap & Steel 
Rt. 50 North 
Bourbonnais, IL 60914 
815/932-7416 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 3:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 10:30 
Kankakee Scrap Corp. 
1000 N. Washington 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
815/933-5011 
Hours: M1WHF 7:30 - 3:45 
Sat. 7:30 - 11 :45 
Louis Pearlman & Sons 
564 N. Entrance Ave. 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
815/933-5011 
Hours: M1WHF 7:30 - 3:45 
Sat. 7:30 - 11:45 
Lake County 
C&M Recycling 
1600 Morrow Ave. 
North Chicago. IL 60064 
708/578-1066 
Hours: M1WHF 7:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 7:00 - 1:00 
Wheel-In Recycling 
1211 N. Garland 
Wauconda, IL 60084 
708/526-2978 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 • 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 2:00 
Lawrence County 
Fox Iron & Metal Works 
799 Corporation St. 
Bridgeport, IL 62417 
618/945-4521 
Hours: M1WHF 9:00 - 5:0  
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00 
Lee County . 
Sinow & Wienman, Inc. 
78 Monroe St.· 
Dixon, IL60121 
815/288-4407 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 11:00 
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Livingston County 
Fairbury Scl<lp MC?tal Co. 
105 S. Webster 
Fairbury, IL 61739 
815/692-2631 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00 
Zion Recycling Center 
City Landfill 
17th & Horeb Ave. 
Zion, IL 60099 
708/872-4269 
Hours: Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
McHenry County 
McHenry County Defenders 
5005 Northwest Hwy. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815/338-0393 
Hours: Wed. and Sat. 9:00 - 4:00 
T & CMetals 
378 Prairie St. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
815/459-4445 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00 
McHenry County Defenders 
239 Throop Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
815/338-0393 
Hours: W F and Sat. 8:00 - 1:0  
Thurs. 8:00 - 3:00 
McLean County 
Morris Tick Co. 
501 E. Stewart 
Bloomington. IL 61702 
309/828-6084 
Hours: M1WHF 8:00 - 4:0  
Sat. 8:00 - 11:00 
Peoria County 
I. Erlichffian Co. 
3213 S. Washington St. 
Peoria, IL 61602 
309/637-4491 
Hours: M1WHF 7:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 7:00 - 12:0  
ms.Inc. 
2424 W. Clarke St 
Peoria, IL 61607 
309/637-4422 
Hours: MTWHF 7:30 - 3:45 
Rock Island County 
Del's Metal Co. 
1605 1st St. 
Rock Island, IL 61204 
309/788-1993 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 7:00 - 3:00 
E & J Metal Co . . 
300 24th Ave. 
Rock Island, IL 61201 
309/788-6:,;41 
Hours: MI:WHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00 
Sangamon County 
Mervis Iron & Suwly 
1100 S. 9th St. 
Sptjngfield, IL 62703 
217/753-1492 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Springfield Battery 
2645 E. Cook St · 
S�gfield, �L 62703 
217/523-7031 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:30 
Sat. 9:00 - 1:00 
St. Clair County 
Belleville Recycling, Inc. 
501 Hecker 
Belleville, IL 62221 
618/233-2425 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat 8:00 - 4:00 
Union County 
Bill's Salvage 
P.O. Box 398 
Cobden, IL 62920 
618/893-2951 
Hours: MTWHF 7:00 - 3:30 
Vermillion County 
Coultas Recycling 
123 N. 2nd (Hegeler) 
Danville, IL 61832 
217/443-0510 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 4:00 
Sun. 10:00 - .2:00 
�ervis Iron & Steel 
2313 Cannon 
Danville, IL 61834 
217 /442-5300 
Hours: MTWHF 7:00 - 3:30 
Wabash County 
Mt. Carmel Iron & Metal 
612 W. 3rd St. 
Mt. Carmel, IL 62863 
618/262-7576 
Hmm:: MTWHF 8:30 - 4:30 
Will County 
Berlinsky Scrap Co. 
212 Page Ave. 
Joliet, IL 60432 
815/726-4334 . 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:30 
Williamson· County 
Gary's Metals Inc. 
Carterville Road 
Carterville; IL 62918 
618/985-6931 
Hours: MTWHF 8:30 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
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Winnebago County 
Junction Auto Parts 
Route 173 at 76 
Caledonia, IL 61012 
815/765-2731 
Hours: MTWHF 8:00 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00 - 12:00 
Rockfo�d Maintenance & Recycling 
2131 Harlem Rd. 
Loves Park, IL 61131 
815/654-0206 
. 
Hours: M F 8:00 - 4:30 
Sat. 8:00 � 12:00 
Sources 
1From the Illinois Recycled Materials 
Market Directory. Illinois Department 
of Energy and Natural Resources; Office 
of Solid Waste and Renewable Re­
so1,1Tces; ILENR/RR-87/01, March 1989. 
2 From The Directory of Illinois Recy­
cling Centers, Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources, Office 
of Solid Waste and Renewable Re­
sources, April 1989, and from individ­
ual calls made jn August, 1990. 
